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Goal 11 

TARGET

STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable  
housing and basic services and upgrade slums.

11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and  
sustainable transport systems for all, improving road safety, notably 
by expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs 
of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with  
disabilities and older persons.

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and  
capacity for participatory, integrated and sustainable human  
settlement planning and management in all countries.

11.4 Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s  
cultural and natural heritage.

11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number 
of people affected and substantially decrease the direct economic  
losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by disasters,  
including water-related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor 
and people in vulnerable situations.

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, 
including by paying special attention to air quality and municipal and 
other waste management.

11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, 
green and public spaces, in particular for women and children, older 
persons and persons with disabilities.

11.a Support positive economic, social and environmental links betwe-
en urban, peri-urban and rural areas by strengthening national and  
regional development planning.

11.b By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human  
settlements adopting and implementing integrated policies and plans 
towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to 
climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and implement, 
in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-
2030, holistic disaster risk management at all levels.

11.c Support least developed countries, including through financial and 
technical assistance, in building sustainable and resilient buildings 
utilizing local materials.
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Goal 12 

TARGET

STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

12.1 Implement the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production Patterns, all countries taking action, 
with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the  
development and capabilities of developing countries

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of  
natural resources.

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and  
consumer levels and reduce food losses along production and supply 
chains, including post-harvest losses.

12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals 
and all wastes throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed 
international frameworks, and significantly reduce their release to air, 
water and soil in order to minimize their adverse impacts on human 
health and the environment.

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, 
reduction, recycling and reuse.

 

12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and transnational  
companies, to adopt sustainable practices and to integrate  
sustainability information into their reporting cycle.

12.7 Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in  
accordance with national policies and priorities.

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information 
and awareness for sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony 
with nature.

12.a Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and  
technological capacity to move towards more sustainable patterns of 
consumption and production.

12.b Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development  
impacts for sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local 
culture and products.

12.c Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful  
consumption by removing market distortions, in accordance with  
national circumstances, including by restructuring taxation and  
phasing out those harmful subsidies, where they exist, to reflect their 
environmental impacts, taking fully into account the specific needs and 
conditions of developing countries and minimizing the possible adverse 
impacts on their development in a manner that protects the poor and 
the affected communities.
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Goal 13 

TARGET

STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related  
hazards and natural disasters in all countries.

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies 
and planning.

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional 
capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction 
and early warning.

13.a Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country  
parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 
from all sources to address the needs of developing countries in 
the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on  
implementation and fully operationalize the Green Climate Fund 
through its capitalization as soon as possible.

13.b Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate  
change-related planning and management in least developed  
countries and small island developing States, including focusing on 
women, youth and local and marginalized communities.
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Goal 14 

TARGET

STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution, in  
particular from land-based activities, including marine debris and  
nutrient pollution.

14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal  
ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by  
strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in 
order to achieve healthy and productive oceans.

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including 
through enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels.

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices 
and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore 
fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to levels that can 
produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological 
characteristics.

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, 
consistent with national and international law and based on the best 
available scientific information.

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute 
to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to 
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing 
new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special 
and differential treatment for developing and least developed countries 
should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization fisheries 
subsidies negotiation.

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to small island developing 
States and least developed countries from the sustainable use of  
marine resources, including through sustainable management of  
fisheries, aquaculture and tourism.

14.a Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and  
transfer marine technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental  
Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the  
Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to improve ocean health and to  
enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of  
developing countries, in particular small island developing States and 
least developed countries.

14.b Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources 
and markets.

14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their 
resources by implementing international law as reflected in the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which provides the legal 
framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and 
their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of “The future we want”.
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Goal 15 

TARGET
STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use 
of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, 
in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with 
obligations under international agreements.

 

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of 
all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and 
substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally.

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, 
including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and 
strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world.

15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including 
their biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits 
that are essential for sustainable development.

 

15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural 
habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent 
the extinction of threatened species.

15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the 
utilization of genetic resources and promote appropriate access to 
such resources, as internationally agreed.

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected 
species of flora and fauna and address both demand and supply of 
illegal wildlife products.

  
 

(b)

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and 
significantly reduce the impact of invasive alien species on land and 
water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority species.

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and 
local planning, development processes, poverty reduction strategies 
and accounts.

15.a Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources 
to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems.

15.b Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels 
to finance sustainable forest management and provide adequate 
incentives to developing countries to advance such management, 
including for conservation and reforestation.

15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking 
of protected species, including by increasing the capacity of local 
communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities.

  
 

(b)

(b) The measures referred to target 15.7 and those referred to target 15.c are the same.
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Goal 16

TARGET
STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates 
everywhere.

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against 
and torture of children.

16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and 
ensure equal access to justice for all.

16.4
By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows,  
strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets and combat all 
forms of organized crime.

16.5
Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms.

16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all le-
vels.

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative deci-
sion-making at all levels.

16.8 Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in 
the institutions of global governance.

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration.

16.10
Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental free-
doms, in accordance with national legislation and international agre-
ements.

16.a

Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through  
international cooperation, for building capacity at all levels, in  
particular in developing countries, to prevent violence and combat ter-
rorism and crime.

16.b Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for  
sustainable development.
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Goal 17 

TARGET
STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

17.1 Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through 
international support to developing countries, to improve domestic 
capacity for tax and other revenue collection.

 

17.2 Developed countries to implement fully their official development 
assistance commitments, including the commitment by many 
developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross 
national income for official development assistance (ODA/GNI) to 
developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least 
developed countries; ODA providers are encouraged to consider 
setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least 
developed countries.

17.3 Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from 
multiple sources.

17.4 Assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability 
through coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt 
relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate, and address the external 
debt of highly indebted poor countries to reduce debt distress.

17.5 Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least 
developed countries.

17.6 Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and 
international cooperation on and access to science, technology and 
innovation and enhance knowledge-sharing on mutually agreed 
terms, including through improved coordination among existing 
mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and through a 
global technology facilitation mechanism.

 

17.7 Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion 
of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries on 
favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, 
as mutually agreed.

17.8 Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and 
innovation capacity-building mechanism for least developed countries 
by 2017 and enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular 
information and communications technology.

17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted 
capacity-building in developing countries to support national plans to 
implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through 
North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation.

17.10

Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and  
equitable multilateral trading system under the World Trade  
Organization, including through the conclusion of negotiations under 
its Doha Development Agenda.

17.11
Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in particular 
with a view to doubling the least developed countries’ share of global 
exports by 2020.

17.12

Realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market  
access on a lasting basis for all least developed countries, consistent 
with World Trade Organization decisions, including by ensuring that 
preferential rules of origin applicable to imports from least developed 
countries are transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating  
market access.

17.13 Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy  
coordination and policy coherence.

17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development.

17.15
Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish 
and implement policies for poverty eradication and sustainable  
development.
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Goal 17 follow

TARGET
STATISTICAL MEASURES

Identical Proxy / Partial National  
context

17.16

Enhance the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development,  
complemented by multi-stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and 
share knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to 
support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals in all 
countries, in particular developing countries.

17.17
Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil  
society partnerships, building on the experience and resourcing  
strategies of partnerships.

17.18

By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing  
countries, including for least developed countries and small island  
developing States, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality,  
timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, age, race,  
ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other 
characteristics relevant in national contexts.

17.19

By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of  
progress on sustainable development that complement gross  
domestic product, and support statistical capacity-building in  
developing countries.
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3. �“NO ONE LEFT BEHIND”: A CLOSER LOOK AT THE TOPIC OF TERRITORIAL  
INEQUALITY THROUGH ISTAT-SDGS MEASURES1

3.1 �Introduction

Tackling inequality has been high on the international political agenda for a few decades 
now, as part of a process that culminated in the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustai-
nable Development. In fact, the Agenda combines the achievement of the SDGs with the 
commitment to pursue an indispensable principle of equity: “As we embark on this collecti-
ve journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind”2. The 2030 Agenda not only dedicates 
specific areas - Goal 10 (Reduced inequalities) and Goal 5 (Gender equality) - to this objec-
tive, but is entirely supported by constant attention to the reduction of disparities “between 
countries and within countries”, which runs through all its Goals and targets, recalling the 
value of intergenerational and intragenerational equity.

At the level of statistical measurement, in accordance with the methodological directives 
established by the Inter Agency and Expert Group on SDGs (see Chapter 4), this commit-
ment translates into the expansion of the production of statistical data that is as disaggre-
gated as possible - especially with reference to the territory - which represents a useful 
information base to monitor inequalities.

In its thirteenth edition, the Istat-SDGs system can now count on a wealth of information 
for the analysis of inequalities in the social, economic and environmental domains of su-
stainable development (see Chapter 1).

After the first analytical experience of the last edition of the Istat Report on Sustainable De-
velopment Goals3, this Chapter proposes an in-depth analysis of the theme of inequalities, 
with reference to the territorial dimension. In fact, in the aftermath of the repeated shocks 
that have hit Italy and the entire world in a relatively limited period of time - from the dou-
ble economic-financial crisis, through the pandemic, to the crisis triggered by the conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine - the issue of territorial imbalances is extremely topical, and at 
the same time calls for the opportunity to take stock of the historic gap between the South 
and Islands and the rest of the country.

Furthermore, the National Recovery and Resilience Plan (NRRP) also identifies equal 
territorial opportunities among the transversal priorities on the basis of which to evaluate 
the set of Missions and Reforms envisaged.

This year’s analysis presents new elements compared to the past: in this edition of the 
Report, in addition to monitoring the current levels of disparities between Italian regions 

1	 This Chapter was edited by Barbara Baldazzi, Lorenzo Di Biagio, Paola Ungaro and Alberto Violante.
2	� See United Nations General Assembly. 2015. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

A/RES/70/1 (https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/1). 
3	� Istat.2022. 2022 SDGs Report. Statistical Information for 2030 Agenda in Italy. Roma, Istat. (https://www.istat.it/it/

archivio/284043).
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and Autonomous Provinces with respect to the achievement of the Goals and targets of 
the 2030 Agenda, we focus on the temporal evolution of Italian territories, with the aim of 
highlighting their different rates of advancement over time.

The methodological framework of this study necessarily has to be compared with the univer-
sality of the 2030 Agenda, whose global objectives need to be placed in the national context. 
Only a small part of the Agenda’s sub-objectives is in fact based on clear quantitative targets.

In continuity with last year’s analyses, territorial trends are therefore analysed in terms of 
distance, not from a predetermined target, but rather with respect to the best performance 
(bp), i.e., the best outcome achieved by one or more Italian regions/Autonomous Provinces 
since 2010 to the present.

The distance has been calculated for each Istat-SDGs statistical measure for which regional 
detail is available4.These are 152 measures, covering all the 17 Goals.

For each statistical measure  (with j from 1 to 152) the best performance value is defined as:

𝑏𝑏𝑝𝑝𝑗𝑗 = max
𝑖𝑖∈𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 ,𝑡𝑡≥2010

{𝑥𝑥𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡}, 

where 𝑥𝑥𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡’  is the value of measure j for region i at time t. The set of the regions  in-
cludes the two Autonomous Provinces of Trento and Bolzano, but not Trentino-Alto Adige. 
For negative measures (i.e. where an increase indicates a deviation from the targets) the 
minimum, rather than the maximum, is considered. 

For many of the measures considered, the best-performing region(s)/Autonomous 
Province(s) are Valle d’Aosta, Trento and Bolzano (Figure 3.1). Overall, almost two thirds of 
the bps have been achieved in the North; over 50% have been achieved over the last 6 years.

4	  �The following were excluded from the analysis: statistical measures that do not have a clear direction of improvement, 
those that are not available in time series or that have been updated at the latest in 2017 or before, measures which 
report absolute values and those which represent rates of change.
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Figure 3.1 - Number of best performances, by region and year
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For each measure j, the distance 𝑑𝑑𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡  of each region  from the best performance is calcu-
lated for each year  (from 2012) and normalised by a traditional standardisation (z-score)5, 
to allow comparisons and aggregations of different measures. The distance 𝑑𝑑𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡   can be 
interpreted as the distance from bp according to a standardised unit of measure (s.u., or 
unit of standard deviation)6. 

For each Goal, to calculate the overall distance of Italy and the regions from the best per-
formance (i.e. from the overall performance of an ideal region that reaches the bp in each 
measure), the distances of the various statistical measures have been aggregated7 by ap-
plying an arithmetic average8.

3.2 Trends in inequality over time

Starting from the Istat-SDGs historical data series available for each region, the detailed evo-
lution over time of each region in relation to the best performance for each Goal is presented 
in Figures 3.2-3.5. In these graphs, the Goals are grouped according to the traditional “5P” of 
the Agenda 2030 (People; Prosperity; Planet; Peace and Partnership). Within each Goal, for 
each region or Autonomous Province, for each year (from 2012 to 2022), the distance from 
the best performance is represented by a colour that ranges from the deepest green (mini-

5	  �In particular 𝑑𝑑𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡 =
|𝑥𝑥𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡 − 𝑏𝑏𝑝𝑝𝑗𝑗 |

𝑠𝑠𝑗𝑗 ,𝑡𝑡
 , where  𝑠𝑠𝑗𝑗 ,𝑡𝑡 =  � 1

#𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅
∑ �𝑥𝑥𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡 − 𝜇𝜇𝑗𝑗 ,𝑡𝑡�

2
𝑖𝑖  𝜖𝜖  𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅  is the standard deviation of the 𝑥𝑥𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡’ s  

(with 𝜇𝜇𝑗𝑗 ,𝑡𝑡   average over  of the 𝑥𝑥𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡’ s). In case of missing values for the Autonomous Provinces of Trento or 
Bolzano, data for the Trentino-Alto Adige region were entered (if available); in case of missing values for some (but 
not all) regions, the standard deviation has been calculated using only available regional data.On the measurement 
of distances see Gennari, P., e M. D’Orazio, 2020, “A statistical approach for assessing progress towards the SDG 
targets”. Statistical Journal of the IAOS, Volume 36, Issue 4:1129-1142. https://doi.org/10.3233/SJI-200688 and 
OECD, 2022, The Short and Winding Road to 2030: Measuring Distance to the SDG Targets. Paris, France: OECD 
Publishing, https://doi.org/10.1787/af4b630d-en. 

6	  �Considering the tertiles of the distribution of regional distances, a distance can be considered small if it is less than 1.4 
s.u., medium if between 1.4 and 2.9 s.u., large if greater than 2.9 s.u. About 90% of the distances are less than 4. 

7	  �If for every Goal , with 𝑘𝑘 = 1, … ,17 , we consider the set ℋ𝑘𝑘  of the UN-IAEG-SDGs indicators associated with the 
Goal, and each 𝐻𝐻 ∈ ℋ𝑘𝑘   is in turn the set of all statistical measures (for which the regional detail is av ailable) 
associated with indicator , then the overall distance 𝐷𝐷𝑘𝑘 ,𝑖𝑖 .𝑡𝑡  of the region  for Goal  at time  is defined as 
𝐷𝐷𝑘𝑘 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡 =  ∑ 1

#ℋ𝑘𝑘
𝐻𝐻∈ℋ𝑘𝑘

∑ 1
#𝐻𝐻
𝑑𝑑𝑗𝑗 ,𝑖𝑖 ,𝑡𝑡𝑗𝑗∈𝐻𝐻 . . Note that by this way each UN-IAEG-SDGs indicator has the same weight, so 

that the “dimensionality” effect is kept under control and the relevance of the indicator does not depend on the 
number of statistical measures associated with it, measure that are often also highly correlated. Moreover, subjective 
choices about the relative importance of the indicators within the same Goal are avoided. See Gennari, P., and M. 
D’Orazio, 2020, “A statistical approach for assessing progress towards the SDG targets”. Statistical Journal of the 
IAOS, Volume 36, Issue 4:1129-1142. https://doi.org/10.3233/SJI-200688; Chelli, F.M., B. Ermini, M. Gallegati, e A. 
Gentili. 2022. “Investigating Regional Disparities in Italy’s Well-Being Since Unification (1871–2011)”. Ital Econ J.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40797-022-00206-2.�

8	  �The arithmetic mean is widely used in the literature both for the sake of simplicity and for the clarity in the readability 
of the results. In particular, the arithmetic mean is used by the OECD to calculate the distances from the targets, 
by Bertelsmann Stiftung and Sustainable Development Solutions Network for the calculation of the SDG Index and 
Dashboards, by Eurostat for the calculation of the status score of each country. See. EUROSTAT, 2023, Sustainable 
development in the European Union – Monitoring report on progress towards the SDGs in an EU context – 2023 
edition. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union, https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-flagship-
publications/w/ks-04-23-184; OCSE, 2022, The Short and Winding Road to 2030: Measuring Distance to the SDG 
Targets. Paris, France: OECD Publishing, https://doi.org/10.1787/af4b630d-en; Sachs, J., C. Kroll, G. Lafortune, G. 
Fuller, e F. Woelm, 2022, Sustainable Development Report 2022. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, https://
www.sdgindex.org/reports/sustainable-development-report-2022/; Schmidt-Traub, G., C. Kroll, K. Teksoz, D. Durand-
Delacre, e J.D. Sachs, 2017, “National baselines for the Sustainable Development Goals assessed in the SDG Index and 
Dashboards”. Nature geoscience,Volume 10, Issue:8: 547-555, https://www.nature.com/articles/ngeo2985. 
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mum distance of the region in the considered Goal) to the darkest red (maximum distance), 
passing through yellow. These ‘heat maps’, while concise, provide an immediate and easily 
interpretable visual representation of the progress in territorial disparities within each Goal.

The People area (Figure 3.2) outlines a moderate improvement over time, although with 
some significant setbacks, especially in certain geographical areas. For example, Goal 4 
(Education) shows a worsening of almost all indicators related to skills during the year of 
distance learning, with an uneven recovery in the post-pandemic period across the territo-
ry, putting a stop to restoring pre-pandemic levels, particularly in southern regions. Across 
all Goals, there is a clear and persistent North-South territorial disparity, except for Goal 
3 (Good health), which sees a reduction in the gap over time, and to a lesser extent, Goal 

Goal 4 − Education Goal 5 − Gender equality

Goal 1 − No poverty Goal 2 − Zero hunger Goal 3 − Good health
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Figure 3.2 - Distance of Italian regions from the best performance for the People area Goals. Years 2012-2022 (a)

(a) The minimum distance and the maximum distance are calculated with respect to each Goal.
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5 (Gender equality), which shows overall improvement fairly evenly across all regions. 
For the Goals in the People area, the maximum distances from the best performance are 
concentrated in the first five-year period from 2012 to 2016. On the contrary, the minimum 
distances are observed in the last five-year period from 2018 to 2022.

The Planet area includes many indicators that measure the state of the planet and its anthro-
pogenic impact, which have less frequent updates and lower medium-term dynamism (Figure 
3.3). Goals 6 (Water), 13 (Climate action), and 15 (Life on land), in particular, are characte-
rised by enduring territorial heterogeneity, which does not follow the classic North-South 
gradient typical of the People or Prosperity area Goals. Additionally, significantly and consi-
stently higher distances from the best performance are measured for Sicilia in Goal 6, Emilia-
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Figure 3.3 - Distance of Italian regions from the best performance for the Planet area Goals. Years 2012-2022 (a)

(a) The minimum distance and the maximum distance are calculated with respect to each Goal.
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Romagna in Goal 13, and Lombardia in Goal 15. In the case of Sicilia, the wide gap is caused 
by relatively low and unimproved percentages of public sewage service coverage and the 
extent of bathing sea coasts. For Emilia-Romagna, indicators related to the risk of floods have 
a particular impact, and for Lombardia, the disadvantage depends on the overall effect of all 
the measures considered. The relatively low dynamism affecting the Goals in the Planet area 
is not only due to sporadic updates of indicator values but also to the actual stability of inter-
regional distances from the best performance (such as public sewage service coverage, po-
pulation exposed to landslide risk, or mountain vegetation coverage index). Goal 12 records a 
general deviation over time from the best regional performance, with central regions among 
the most virtuous. In Goal 14, Toscana, Puglia, Basilicata and Calabria exhibit a significant 
advantage compared to Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Marche, Lazio, Abruzzo and Sicilia.

Goal 10 − Reduced inequalities Goal 11 − Sustainable cities

Goal 7 − Energy Goal 8 − Work and economic growth Goal 9 − Industry, innovation and
infrastructure
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Figure 3.4 - Distance of Italian regions from the best performance for the Prosperity area Goals. Years 2012-2022 (a)

(a) The minimum distance and the maximum distance are calculated with respect to each Goal.
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In the Prosperity area (Figure 3.4), we observe different patterns. In Goals 8 (Work and eco-
nomic growth) and 10 (Reduced inequalities), there is no reduction in regional disparities, 
and the South and Islands remain considerably less developed than the Centre-North. Ho-
wever, Goals 7, 9, and 11 show a progressive convergence of geographical units towards 
the best performance, with less pronounced geographic polarisation. The most notable 
progress is in Goal 7 (Energy), thanks to the increasing consumption of energy from rene-
wable sources, and particularly in Goal 9 (Industry, innovation and infrastructure), which 
sees a significant and continuous improvement in indicators related to digitalisation and 
business innovation. In Goal 11 (Sustainable cities), it is above all the indicators of habita-
bility (the percentage of people living in overcrowded, noisy, or humid and structurally pro-
blematic housing) that yield positive results. For Goal 7, Valle d’Aosta, Trento, and Bolzano 
stand out, maintaining their advantage over time, while Puglia, Sicilia, and Sardegna record 
the greatest distances from the best performance.

In the Peace and Partnership area (Figure 3.5), for Goal 16 (Peace, justice and institutions), 
the distances remain fairly stable over time, with some exceptions, such as the progress 
in Trento and the setback in Valle d’Aosta. Goal 17 (Partnerships) shows a widespread im-
provement, particularly evident after 2017, primarily driven by the increase in remittances 
from immigrants and, to a lesser extent, by favourable results in indicators related to ICT 
usage. Nevertheless, differences between the central-northern regions and the southern 
regions persist. 

Goal 16 − Peace, justice and
institutions Goal 17 − Parterships

'12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19 '20 '21 '22 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19 '20 '21 '22

Sardegna
Sicilia

Calabria
Basilicata

Puglia
Campania

Molise
Abruzzo

Lazio
Marche
Umbria

Toscana
Emilia−Romagna

Friuli−Venezia Giulia
Veneto

P.A. di Trento
P.A. di Bolzano

Lombardia
Liguria

Valle d'Aosta
Piemonte

minimum distance maximum distance

Figure 3.5 - �Distance of Italian regions from the best performance for the Peace and Partnerships area Goals. Years 
2015-2022 (a) 

(a) The minimum distance and the maximum distance are calculated with respect to each Goal.
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3.3 Territorial inequalities: a focus on the last year

An overall examination of the distances from the bps, for the last year available, shows how 
the regions behave more or less heterogeneously, considering different Goals. The Goals 
with lower variability are 3 (Good health), 11 (Sustainable cities) and 12 (Responsible con-
sumption and production): the regions rank close to the Italian average, and no major inter-
regional deviations are found. Goal 1 (No poverty), Goal 8 (Work and economic growth), 
Goal 10 (Reduced inequalities) and Goal 17 (Partnerships), are instead those where the 
variability is widest: in these cases, there are regions that take a position far from the ave-
rage and are characterised by large deviations from other regions.

The details of the positioning of each region in relation to the best performance are illustrated 
by the radar charts in Figures 3.6-3.9: in the charts, the bp is represented by the central point, 
the average distance of Italy from the bp by the circle in bold and the distances of the regions 
by the coloured points.

In the People area (Figure 3.6), Goal 3 (Good health) stands out for a similar distance from 
best performance for all regions, which approximates the average distance calculated for Italy 
(circle in bold). Greater variability is instead found in Goal 1 (No poverty): the eight southern 
regions perform worse than the Italian average, being outside the bold circle, with Sicilia and 
Campania furthest behind, while almost all other regions are inside the bold circle, closer to 
best performance. Measures on risk of poverty and severe material deprivation have the gre-
atest impact, reaching much higher values in southern regions than in northern ones.

For Goal 2 (Zero hunger), five southern regions also show higher-than-average distances 
from bp (influenced by the index on childhood obesity and overweight), as well as for Goal 
4 (Education). In the latter case, however, Basilicata, Molise and Abruzzo are comparable 
with the Italian average performance (especially for the measures on early leavers from the 
education and training system and the number of tertiary graduates), while the Autonomous 
Province of Bolzano shows a greater distance than its geographically neighbouring regions. 
More varied, finally, is the profile of Goal 5 (Gender equality), in which Piemonte, Campania 
and Puglia lag furthest behind the best performance (especially for measures on national 
and local political representation of women), while many regions record distances below the 
Italian average (they are inside the bold circle).

For the group of Goals in the Planet area (Figure 3.7), the regional rankings are very varied, con-
firming, even in the last year, the absence of a clear North-South and Islands divide. Goal 12 (Re-
sponsible consumption and production) is the most homogeneous, with values furthest from 
bp for the Autonomous Provinces of Bolzano and Trento and Molise. For Goal 6 (Water), Sicilia 
is the region furthest from the Centre and the Italian average, mainly because of the greater 
difficulties encountered with respect to the irregularity and efficiency of water distribution. The 
radar chart of Goal 14 (Life below water) shows that only Sicilia and Abruzzo are the southern 
regions outside the bold circle representing the Italy average, while other southern regions, 
some of which are also very close to the centre point, such as Puglia, Calabria and Basilicata, 
are placed internally, favoured by the low number of beached marine litter and excellent bathing 
water quality. For Goal 15 (Life on land), the southern regions are also more virtuous, while 
Piemonte, Lombardia, Veneto and Emilia-Romagna are the furthest from the centre: Lombardia, 
in particular, is in the furthest position from the bp, due to the high values recorded with respect 
to soil sealing by artificial cover and the fragmentation of natural and agricultural land.



3. �“No one left behind”: a closer look of territorial inequality through Istat-SCDGs measures 207

Piemonte
Valle d'Aosta

Lombardia

Liguria

P. A. di Trento

P. A. di
Bolzano

Friuli-Venezia
Giulia

Veneto

Emilia-
Romagna

Toscana
MarcheUmbria

Lazio

Abruzzo

Molise

Campania

Calabria

Basilicata

Puglia

Sicilia

Sardegna

Goal 1 - No poverty
2022

Italia

Piemonte
Valle d'Aosta

Lombardia

Liguria

P. A. di Trento

P. A. di
Bolzano

Friuli-Venezia
Giulia

Veneto

Emilia-
Romagna

Toscana
MarcheUmbria

Lazio

Abruzzo

Molise

Campania

Calabria

Basilicata

Puglia

Sicilia

Sardegna

Goal 2 - Zero hunger
2022

Italia

Piemonte
Valle d'Aosta

Lombardia

Liguria

P. A. di Trento

P. A. di
Bolzano

Friuli-Venezia
Giulia

Veneto

Emilia-
Romagna

Toscana
MarcheUmbria

Lazio

Abruzzo

Molise

Campania

Calabria

Basilicata

Puglia

Sicilia

Sardegna

Goal 3 - Good health
2022

Italia

Piemonte
Valle d'Aosta

Lombardia

Liguria

P. A. di Trento

P. A. di
Bolzano

Friuli-Venezia
Giulia

Veneto

Emilia-
Romagna

Toscana
MarcheUmbria

Lazio

Abruzzo

Molise

Campania

Calabria

Basilicata

Puglia

Sicilia

Sardegna

Goal 4 - Education
2022

Italia

Piemonte
Valle d'Aosta

Lombardia

Liguria

P. A. di Trento

P. A. di
Bolzano

Friuli-Venezia
Giulia

Veneto

Emilia-
Romagna

Toscana
MarcheUmbria

Lazio

Abruzzo

Molise

Campania

Calabria

Basilicata

Puglia

Sicilia

Sardegna

Goal 5 - Gender equality
2022

Italia

Figure 3.6 - �Overall distance of Italian regions from the best performance in the People area, by Goal (a), last year 
available

(a) The central point of the radar chart represents the best performance and the circle in bold represents the Italian average (scale from 0 to 4).
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Figure 3.7 - �Overall distance of Italian regions from the best performance in the Planet area, by Goal (a), last year 
available

(a) The central point of the radar chart represents the best performance and the circle in bold represents the Italian average (scale from 0 to 4).
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Figure 3.8 - �Overall distance of regions from the best performance in the Prosperity area, by Goal (a), last year 
available

(a) The central point of the radar chart represents the best performance and the circle in bold represents the Italian average (scale from 0 to 4).
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In the Prosperity area (Figure 3.8), the North-South and Islands divide appears pronounced 
for Goals 8 (Decent work and economic growth) and 10 (Reduced inequalities): regions in 
the South and Islands are distant from the best performance and outside the Italy circle, 
and regions in the Centre -North are closer to the Italian average, with the exception of 
Umbria for Goal 8. The push toward bp for the North-Central regions comes from the bet-
ter performance of measures on employment for Goal 8 and income for Goal 10. In Goal 
7 (Energy), measures on renewables help place the Autonomous Provinces of Trento and 
Bolzano and Valle d’Aosta close to bp. Goal 11 (Sustainable cities) appears rather homo-
geneous, with almost all regions around the Italian average, with the exceptions of Valle 
d’Aosta, Molise, Puglia and Sicilia, which record values just below the average with respect 
to frequent users of public transportation and, for the regions of South and Islands, very 
high values of illegal building rate. Goal 9 (Industry, innovation and infrastructure) has 
many points close to or overlapping with the bold circle. However, above-average results 
are recorded for Piemonte, Emilia-Romagna and Lazio, driven, the first two, by the higher 
number of firms with innovative product and/or process activities and researchers, Lazio, 
by the high number of knowledge workers.

Goals 16 and 17, which contribute to the Peace and Partnership area (Figure 3.9), present 
different situations. Goal 17 (Partnerships) depicts the different speed of different areas of 
the country regarding technological innovation, with all regions in the South and Islands 
lagging behind. In Goal 16 (Peace, justice and institutions), which is very homogeneous in 
representation, the best results are found in smaller regions, such as the Autonomous Pro-
vinces of Trento, Molise and Abruzzo, due to a higher perception of security and the lower 
percentage of adult detainees awaiting first trial.
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(a) The central point of the radar chart represents the best performance and the circle in bold represents the Italian average (scale from 0 to 4).
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4. �NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PROCESSES FOR SDGS STATISTICAL 
INFORMATION1

4.1 The implementation process of the 2030 Agenda

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development considers human well-being intrinsically 
linked to ecosystem health and is based on the integration of all 17 objectives and on the 
interconnection between sustainability well-being and climate change.

The High Level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity Building for Statistics for 
the 2030 Agenda (UN-HLG-PCCB-2030), which aims to strengthen partnerships to build the 
best possible statistical information for the monitoring of the SDGs, has2 been activated over 
the years by promoting several UN-World Data Forums, the last of which took place in April 
2023 and produced the “Hangzhou Declaration: Accelerating progress in the implementation 
of the Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data”3. In this context, 
the focus is on the need to increase investment to fill the lack of necessary statistical 
information, such as those relating to contexts of particular economic crisis, climate change 
and increased food insecurity. The new thematic structure focuses on the following areas: 
1) innovation and partnerships for better and more inclusive data, 2) maximising the use 
of data for decisions, 3) building data ethics, 4) developing partnerships to implement data 
ecosystems. 

While maintaining the spirit of full adherence to the Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics of the United Nations, there is a need to accelerate action on statistical measurement 
and to work in terms of the “global data ecosystem”, also expanding collaborations and 
coordination to design a programme of innovative activities that considers citizen-generated 
data, so that individuals and communities can participate and contribute to the production 
of data. 

4.2 Indicators defined by the United Nations in the Inter Agency and Expert Group on SDGs

The Inter Agency and Expert Group on SDGs (UN-IAEG-SDGs), established by the Statistical 
Commission – in which Istat participates as an expert representative country for Western 
and Southern Europe – has over the years defined a shared framework of statistical 
information, as a tool for monitoring and analysing sustainability. Statistical measurement 
is, in fact, the indispensable tool for the construction of the common language advocated 
internationally.

1	 This Chapter was edited by Angela Ferruzza with the collaboration of Assunta Sera for section 4.3.
2	  See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/HLG-PCCB-TOR-UNSC53.pdf
3	  See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/Hangzhou_declaration.pdf
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The programme of activities includes the continuous methodological development of 
indicators and metadata: the current March 2023 version proposed by UN-IAEG-SDGs4 
has 231 indicators, although the total number considered is 248, since some are repeated 
in multiple targets5. These are currently classified according to two levels: more than half 
(148) are Tier I6, 77 are Tier II, and 6 indicators are based on multiple components of 
different Tiers. The latest update reclassified 12 indicators from Tier II to I7:

After the 2020 review, initiatives are underway that will lead to the review, planned for 
2025, which should seek not to increase the statistical burden. In principle, the assumption 
of adding an indicator will only be considered in exceptional cases, when a crucial aspect 
of the target to which it relates is not monitored by the current indicator or if the Goal 
has few tier I indicators. Adjustments or replacements will be taken into account if the 
existing indicators do not comprehensively cover what the targets require. Should this be 
necessary, the proposed new indicators should be based on an agreed methodology and 
already available data. The revision should not significantly alter the composition of the 
current framework that has already been implemented in the statistical systems of many 
countries.

Currently, there are four specific working groups dedicated to: Statistical Data and Metadata 
Exchange (SDMX)8, Geospatial information9, Measurement of development support10, 
Sustainable tourism indicators11. 

The work plan provides that particular attention should be paid to increasing the use 
of administrative data and further activities on possible breakdowns of indicators12, in 
particular with regard to the territory, in accordance with the “No one left behind principle”. 

The IAEG-SDGs Working Group on Geospatial Information has prepared the “Geo White 
Paper on disaggregation by geographic location” and the Statistical Commission has adopted 
the “SDGs Geospatial Roadmap”. Both documents reiterate that the territorial breakdown 
alone or together with the other possible breakdowns of the indicators makes it possible 
to highlight social inequalities and to carry out analyses of vulnerable population segments 
and marginalised areas. The geostatistic approach is, therefore, one of the essential keys, 
useful for ensuring the harmonisation of information, promoting comparisons and analysis 
of trends that cannot be developed by considering aggregate data, facilitating a more 

4	  �The Global Indicator Framework was adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 71/313 and proposed for 
revisions at the 51st session of the Statistical Commission in 2020 and the 56th session in 2025. The official indicator 
list includes the global indicator framework as contained in A/RES/71/313, the refinements agreed by the Statistical 
Commission at its 49th session in March 2018 (E/CN.3/2018/2, Annex II) and 50th session in March 2019 (E/
CN.3/2019/2, Annex II), changes from the 2020 Comprehensive Review (E/CN.3/2020/2, Annex II) and refinements 
(E/CN.3/2020/2, Annex III) from the 51st session in March 2020, refinements from the 52nd session in March 
2021 (E/CN.3/2021/2, Annex) finements (E/CN.3/2022/2, Annex I) and decision (53/101) by the 53rd United Nations 
Statistical Commission (E/2022/24-E/CN.3/2022/41), and by the 54th United Nations Statistical Commission. 

5	  See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/indicators-list/ 
6	  �The first level is for indicators with established methodology and standards, and regularly produced by the countries; 

in the second level are the indicators that despite having established methodology and standards, are not regularly 
produced. The remaining indicators belong to several levels, given the heterogeneity of their components.

7	  �These are the following indicators: 1.5.2/11.5.2, 5.6.2, 8.b.1, 10.2.1, 10.7.2, 11.2.1, 11.5.3, 16.1.1, 16.2.2, 16.5.1, 
16.6.1 and 17.7.1.

8	 See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/sdmx-working-group/.
9	 See https://ggim.un.org/UNGGIM-wg6/.
10	 See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/working-group-on-measurement-of-development-support/.
11	 See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/task-team-sustainable-tourism/.
12	 See https://www.adb.org/publications/guidebook-data-disaggregation-sdgs.
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detailed visualisation of information, allowing to consider statistical information also for 
variable and modifiable geographical areas, which are essential for monitoring actions.

The concreteness of the SDGs therefore depends not only on the statistical system of 
data, but also on the availability of an adequate geographical breakdown. The documents 
recommend that statistical data refer to the most detailed geographical scale possible, to 
geographical coordinates, and at least to polygonal geometry, stressing that the geocoding of 
data allows for the geographical analysis of phenomena and facilitates possible integrations 
of indicators. It also reiterates the importance of geographical grids that can be aimed at 
integrated statistical analysis of SDGs statistical measures.

The UN-IAEG-SDGs programme of activities includes, in addition to the implementation 
of indicators based on current methodologies and traditional data sources (including 
administrative archives), the development of innovative elements that include non-traditional 
data sources. The usefulness of “citizen-generated data” has been reaffirmed as complementary 
information sources to try to remedy some of the information gaps. The insights, also carried 
out with the active participation of Istat, aim to consider the different ways in which citizens can 
contribute, the challenges and opportunities in the close collaboration between civil society 
and the different stakeholders within the National Statistical System and the mechanisms that 
can be identified to increase the possible contributions of citizens. In these developments the 
role of the national statistical offices or institutes remains central, as guarantors of the quality 
of statistical information and coordinators of the National Statistical System.

In July 2022, a report was issued based on data available to the United Nations on global 
dynamics13; the Global SDGs Indicators Database is also available14, which collects statistical 
information and is updated every six months. In addition, documents related to the “Sustainable 
Development Goals Progress Chart 2022”15 and “Progress on the Sustainable Development 
Goals: The Gender Snapshot 2022”16 have been released.

4.3 European initiatives to deliver on the 2030 Agenda

The European Green Deal (EGD), aimed at building an economy that must leave no one 
behind in the green transition, the development of the resulting National Recovery and 
Resilience Plans (NRRPs) in line with the need to ensure a transition to a clean, circular, 
competitive and climate neutral economy, are constitutive for achieving climate neutrality 
by 2050 and reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 by 55% (compared to 1990) 
within the European Union. 

The “European Statistical System Action Plan therefore retains priorities for the production 
of statistical information on energy, environment, climate change, transport and geolocalised 
statistics. 

13	 See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/.
14	 See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal.
15	 See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/progress-chart.
16	 See https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/gender-snapshot/2022.
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Eurostat annually produces the report “Sustainable development in the European Union – 
Monitoring report on progress towards the SDGs in an EU context” which reports on the 
update of the EU situation in relation to the objectives of the 2030 Agenda, through the 
selection of 100 indicators17. These have recently been amended to take account of the 
requirements related to the production of qualified statistical information for the ecological 
transition.

4.4 Statistical measures for the monitoring of the National Sustainable Development Strategy

The first version of the National Sustainable Development Strategy (NSSD) was implemented 
in 2017 by the Ministry of the Environment and the Protection of Land and Sea (current 
MEES – Ministry of Environment and Energy Security) and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation (MFAIC), in coordination with the Presidency of the 
Council of Ministers. The proposal for the new Strategy18 has been prepared thanks to the 
involvement of all stakeholders – businesses, institutions, citizens and associations – in 
order to promote the transition to an economy in which the management, conservation and 
sustainable use of resources is ensured. This proposal has been submitted to the Voluntary 
National Review (VNR)19 and approved.

The SDGs statistical measures made available constitute the necessary input for the 
measurement of NSSD. With regard to the first version of the Strategy20, a narrow and 
representative core of 43 monitoring indicators was selected21. 

Subsequently, using the same methodological approach as in the first selection22, this subset 
of statistical measures was updated and expanded in order to consider: the ongoing review 
of the NSSD; information requests highlighted by all stakeholders involved in the review 
of the Strategy; the greater information abundance of the SDGs Statistical Platform made 
available and different from the one initially used. An enrichment of the statistical measures 
previously considered was therefore carried out on an experimental basis (Figure 4.1).

17	 See https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-flagship-publications/w/ks-04-23-184.
18	 See https://www.mite.gov.it/pagina/sviluppo-sostenibile-e-rapporti-internazionali.
19	 See https://hlpf.un.org/countries/italy�
20	� During 2018, on the initiative of the Ministry of the Ecological Transition, the Working Table on Indicators for the 

implementation of the National Sustainable Development Strategy was established. Representatives of MEES, 
Ministry of Economy and Finance, MFAIC, Presidency of the Council, ISPRA and Istat participated in the activities of 
the table. The Table defined and agreed on the criteria for the selection of indicators and the methodological approach 
needed to identify a set of indicators relevant for SNSvS monitoring.

21	� See Istat. 2022. 2021 SDGs Report. Statistical information for 2030 Agenda in Italy. Roma: Istat. https://www.istat.it/
it/files//2022/02/2021-SDGS-Report_Inglese.pdf.

22	� It has been decided to use statistical measures derived from the Istat-Sistan Platform, preferably identical to UN-
IAEG-SDGs indicators and consistent with the Equitable and sustainable wellbeing (BES) indicators, also in order to 
ensure that the measures comply with the statistical eligibility requirements. In addition, the criteria of parsimony, 
feasibility, timeliness, extent and frequency of time series, sensitivity to public policies, territorial dimension have 
been used, focusing on statistical measures that have the best possible territorial breakdown.
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In the case of using statistical measures for the NSSD monitoring, it is essential to have not 
only regional, but also municipal and sub-municipal territorial breakdowns in order to carry 
out analysis and monitoring for regional and urban strategies.

Goal 1 – No poverty
BES
DEF

Absolute poverty (incidence), 2021 9.4%

BES Severe materialdeprivation rate, 2021 5.6%

Goal 2 – Zero hunger
BES
DEF

Overweight or obesity among minors from 3 to 17 years of age, 2021 27.0%

Share of utilisedagricultural land under organic farming, 2021 17.4%

Goal 3 – Good health
BES
DEF

Healthy life expectancy at birth, 2022 60.1
anni

Goal 4 - Education
BES
DEF

Early leavers from education and training, 2022 11.5%

BES People having completed tertiary education (30-34 yearsold), 2022 27.4%

Inadequate level of literacy (students in grade 10), 2022 34.1%

Inadequate level of numeracy (students in grade 10), 2022 45.6%

Physicallyaccessibleschools, 2022 35.8%

Goal 5 – Gender equality
BES
DEF

Ratio of employment rate for women aged 25-49 with at least one child 
aged 0-5 to the employment rate of women 25-49 years without children, 
2022

72.4%

BES Women and political representation at regional level, 2023 23.5%

Proportion of women aged 16-70 subjected to physical or sexual violence 
by a man other than intimate partner in the previous 5 years, 2014

7.7%

Goal 6 - Water
BES Sewage treatment, 2015 59.6%

Urban water supply network efficiency, 2020 57.8%

Goal 7 – Energy
Renewable energy share in the gross final energy consumption, 2021 19.0%

BES Electricity from renewable sources, 2021 35.1%

Energy intensity, 2021 92.8%

Share of new registered electric or hybrid passenger cars, 2022 42.6%

Goal 8 - Work and economic growth
Annual growth rate of real GDP per capita, 2022 -8.5%

BES
DEF

Non-participation rate, 2022 16.2%

BES Employment rate (20-64 years old),2022 64.8%

BES NEET -People not in education, employment, or training  (aged 15-24), 
2022 

19.0%

BES Share of employed persons not in regular occupation, 2020 12.0%

Employment rate (20-64 years old), 2022 64.8%

Goal 9 - IIndustry, innovation and infrastructure
CO2 emission per unit of value added, 2021 157.9

t/milioneuro
BES R&Dintensity, 2020 1.51%

Researchers (in full time equivalent), 2020 26.3
per 10,000 inhabitants

Freight volumes, by mode of transport, 2021 1593953
thousand

Passenger volumes, by mode of transport, 2021 The total is not available for 
road trasportdata are missing

Goal 10 - Reduced inequalities
BES
DEF

Disposable incomeinequality 2021 5.6

BES
DEF

Adjusted gross disposable income per capita, 2022 25370 
euro pro capite

BES People at risk of poverty, 2022 20.1%

Goal 11 – Sustainable cities

Public expenditure per capita spent on the preservation of the 
cultural and natural heritage, 2021

38.2
euro

BES Landfillof waste, 2021 19.0%

BES
DEF

Illegalbuilding rate, 2022 15.1%

Incidence of urban green areas on urbanised area of the cities, 
2021

8.6%

Population at risk of flood, 2020 11.5%

Population at risk of landslides, 2020 2.2%

Goal 12 - Responsible consumption and production

BES Domesticmaterialconsumptionper capita, 2021 8.6
t/inhab.

BES Domesticmaterialconsumptionper GDP, 2021 0.30
t/1000 euro

Separate collection of municipal waste, 2021 64.0%

Circularmaterialuse rate, 2021 18.4%

Goal 13 - Climate action

BES
DEF

Emissions of CO2and other greenhouse gases, 2021 7.0
t eq./inhab

.
Goal 14 – Life below water

Marine protected areasEUAP, 2019 3,076,2
km2

Goal 15 – Life on land

BES Protectednaturalareas, 2022 21.7%

BES Soil sealing from artificial land cover, 2021 7.2%

Fragmentation of natural and agricultural land, 2021 44.7%

Goal 16 - Peace, justice and institutions

BES Intentional homicide rate, 2021 Males 0.6
/100,000 inhab.

Females 0.4
/100,000 inhab.

Unsentenced detainees as a proportion of overall prison population, 
2022

15.1%

BES
DEF

Lengthof civilproceedings, 2022 433
Days

BES Prisondensity, 2022 109.5%

Goal 17 – Partnerships

Official Development Assistance as a proportion of gross national 
income, 2022

0.32%

Table 4.1 - � Istat-SDGs System for the National Sustainable Development Strategy
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Istat is enhancing the dissemination of statistical information of high territorial detail and the 
use of geographical statistical data from statistical registers. The use of such geostatistic 
data will allow building statistical measures with a territorial detail that is useful for analysis 
and monitoring; it will enhance analyses that can be a factor of integration regarding social, 
environmental, economic and institutional issues, ensuring a gradually richer statistical and 
informative mosaic, attentive to the interconnections between sustainability and climate 
change, in full compliance with what has been established and desired at international level.

Statistical measures are, in fact, a crucial element in ensuring a community language and 
a shared culture and are a constant reminder of the need for concreteness. Much has been 
done and much is still to be developed; it will be important to do so by keeping active all 
the partnerships involved in the National Statistical System and by increasing collaboration 
with civil society. 


