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Prisoners in the Italian penal institutions  

 
 

At December 31, 2013  62,536 persons were held in Italian prisons, 4.8% less than in 2012 (-8% over 2010). 
There are about 10 million prisoners in the world, most of them are finally sentenced. The prison population 
rate per 100,000 inhabitants was 103.8 In Italy, 128.9 in Europe, 145 in the World. 

The number of prisoners was much higher than the capacity of Penal Institutions, that is 47,709 places, but 
the rate of overcrowding is steadily declining due to the recent legislation changes. It amounted to131.1 
inmates out of 100 places available for 2013, and to 110.4 in November 2014 (it was 151 in 2010). 

61.5% of inmates had to serve a final sentence, 36.6% were in pretrial detention and on remand, 1.9% were 
subject to security measures. Out of 38,471 finally sentence inmates in prison, about half (46.6%) had to 
serve a final sentence  shorter than five years. 

People entering into prison each year decreased by 30% compared to the years 2000. Most of the people 
who entered into prison (59,330 in 2013) is awaiting trial (85%), while14.3% have a final sentence to serve.  

15.9% of inmates entering into prison from the state of freedom are released within a week. 

In addition to the sentenced prisoners (38,471), in 2013 there were 29,741 finally sentenced offenders in 
probation (people who benefit from community measures outside the prison), with a 70% increase compared 
to 2000. 

74.4% of said offenders benefited from alternative measures (assignment to the probation services, home 
detention, etc.), 14.8% of the persons were involved in community service, and 10.8% in other measures. 

Drugs offences are the most common type of offences for inmates, with 24,273 cases (38.8%). Follows 
robbery (18,064 cases, equal to 28.9%) and theft (13,531,  21.6%). 

95.7% of prisoners are men, a stable data over time. Women prisoners with their children are 
accommodated in wings suitable for children. At December 31, 2013 there were 40 imprisoned women (each 
one of them with one child). Moreover, in prison there were 17 pregnant women. 

The most common forms of protest are hunger strike, 7,851 cases in 2013, refusal of food provided in 
prisons (1,548 cases) and vandalism acts (736 cases). In 2013, 42 cases of suicide were recorded among 
males only (equal to 0.7 per 1,000 male inmates) and 1,067 suicide attempts, while the acts of self-harm 
were 6,902. 

64% of prisoners were born in Italy. Foreign prisoners (34,9%) are mostly African citizens (46.3%), in 
particular from Morocco and Tunisia (18,6 and 12%, respectively), and European citizens (41.6%). 54.4% 
are younger than 40. 19.2% are older than 50 and 5.7% are older than 60. The prisoners are unmarried in 
38.9% of the cases. 

In the 2012-2013 school year, 991 educational courses were carried out, attended by 24.7% of prisoners; 4 
prisoners out of 10 successfully passed the educational course. 318 courses were carried out for introduction 
to work. 

23.3% of inmates is engaged in work activities, a 13.6%  increase compared to 2000. 
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