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As of December 31st, 2017 Italy had 60,483,973 inhabitants, more than 5 million of which had foreign 

citizenship: 8.5% at national level(10.7 % in Central-northern regions, 4.2% in the South and Islands area). 

The decrease in the number of inhabitants is going on: the overall balance shows an important drop (-
105,472 units). The reduction applies to people with Italian citizenship: -202,884 residents, while the foreign 
population increases slightly, +97,412. Both male and female component of foreign population increase 
(respectively +67,593 and + 29,819 units). 

The natural population change (births minus deaths) is negative of almost -200 thousand units. As the 
balance is positive for foreign nationals (almost +61 thousand units), for the Italian ones the decline is even 
more relevant (-251,537 units). 

The decrease in the number of births started in 2008 and it is still going on. In 2017 children born were less 
than half a million, just over 67,933 of which were foreign (14.8% of the total). Compared to 2016, there 
was an overall reduction of 15,287 units (1,446 for the foreigners). 

Deaths are 649,061 (33,800 more than in 2016), of which 7,306 of foreigners (+779 than in 2016). 

In 2017 the international migratory flows to/from Italy determined a positive balance of 188,330 units 
(+44,572 compared to previous year). 

Registrations from abroad increase: 343,440 (+14.2% over 2016),  87.7% of them involves a foreign 
citizen. On the other hand, cancellations for emigration decrease (-1.9%): for Italian nationals (by birth and 
by naturalization) they remain unchanged (+114,559 units) compared to the previous year; for foreigners 
they decrease to 40,551 (-4,7%). 

The attractiveness of the northern and central regions to which are addressed most migration flows (both 
internal and from foreign countries) is confirmed. 

In 2017 there were 146,605 new Italian citizens, 50.9% of them are women. 

In Italy reside foreigners of about 200 different nationalities. Over 50% of foreign residents (more than 2.6 
million individuals) are nationals of a European country. The most represented nationality is the Romanian 
one (23.1%), followed by the Albanian one (8.6%), and the Moroccan one (8.1%). 

  



   

FIGURE 1. INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION BALANCE BY CITIZENSHIP. YEARS 2012-2017 

 

 
 

TABLE 1. RESIDENT POPULATION BY GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS. On 31 December 2017 

GEOGRAPHICAL 
AREAS 

POPULATION AS OF 31 DEC 2017   CHANGES ON 31 DEC 2016 

Total 
of which 

foreigners 
of which 

foreigners% 

Composition  
%  Total 

Population 

Composition  
%  foreign 

Population 
  

Total 
population  

Total 
population 

%  

Foreign 
population  

Foreign 
population 

% 

North-west 16,095,306 1.727.178 10,7 26,6 33,6   -8.576 -0,05 22.260 1,31 

North-east 11,640,852 1.225.466 10,5 19,2 23,8   3.750 0,03 13.126 1,08 

Centre 12,050,054 1.319.692 11,0 19,9 25,7   -17.470 -0,14 24.261 1,87 

South 14,022,596 624.866 4,5 23,2 12,1   -48.565 -0,35 30.042 5,05 

Islands 6,675,165 247.238 3,7 11,0 4,8   -34.611 -0,52 7.723 3,22 

Italy 60,483,973 5.144.440 8,5 100,0 100,0   -105.472 -0,17 97.412 1,93 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For more details please refer to the Italian version 

 
 

Contact persons: 
Angela Silvestrini (ansilves@istat.it), Mauro Albani (albani@istat.it).   

Directorate for social statistics and population census 
Istat – National Institute of Statistics 
Viale Liegi 13 – Rome 00198 Italy  
phone +39 06 4673.7339/7215 
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