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In 2014, about 700 thousand people –11.3‰ of the population - experienced an accident at home,. There 
were a total of 783,000 accidents, with an average of 1.1 accidents for victim. 

The groups of population most exposed  at risk were women, children and elderly people. 15‰ of women 
(compared to 7‰ of man), 27‰ of people aged 75 and over and 9‰ of children up to 5 years suffered an 
accident in the last three months. Within the groups of women, housewives seemed to be at especially high 
risk. 

Falls were the most frequent type of home accidents. More than one people out of two fell (54.8%); 20.2% of 
victims got wounds, while cases of struck or crush and burn were about 13%. Accidents caused by another 
type of dynamic were a small part of the total. 

The falls and burns mostly affected women (58.9% compared to 45.4% of men for falls, and 16.3% 
compared to 6.4% for burns), while wounds were more common with men than with women (27.6% 
compared to 16.9%). 

Falls were very common among older people (76.9% of the accidents for people over 64 years); cases of 
struck and crushing were more common among children and teenagers (25.3% of children between 6 and 13 
years old and 35.1% of young people aged 14 to 17), while the victims with burns were mainly middle-aged 
women (21.2%). 

Kitchen was the most dangerous room in the house (38% of accidents), 11.7% of accidents happened in the 
bathroom and 10% in the bedroom.  

Most accidents happened while performing housework (45.9%); the risk associated with leisure activities, 
such as play or bricolage activities (respectively, 7.9% and 5.6%) was lower.  

Older people were exposed to higher risk of accidents during daily life activities, including  personal-care 
activities such as eating, bathing, dressing etc. (20.8%) or even if they didn’t do anything  (36.8%). The risk 
of accidents for children and teenagers up to 14 years was higher in recreational and leisure activities 
(74.6%). 

43.3% of the victims went to an emergency room and 7.9% needed hospitalization; 17.1% needed an 
outpatient clinic visit or a domiciliary visit (3.6%); a third of the victims didn’t need any medical treatment. 

  



 

 

PEOPLE INVOLVED  IN HOME ACCIDENTS DURING THE LAST THREE MONTHS BY SEX AND  AGE GROUP.  Year  2014 (per 

1.000 persons of same sex and age group ) 
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For more details please refer to the Italian version 
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