
National Health Service (NHS): includes public hospitals and 
credited private clinics

Hospitalisation rate: ratio of in-patients to resident population 
(yearly average), per 1,000

Average length of stay in hospital: ratio of days of stay to 
in-patients

General practitioners: the new contract for general practition-
ers set a maximum limit of 1,500 patients each

NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE STAFF BY GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
2012, per 10,000 inhabitants 
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NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE INDICATORS   
2012 

 North Centre South and the Islands Italy
General practitioners 19,355  9,587  16,495 45,437
General practitioner rate* 7.1 8.2 8.0 7.6
Patients per general practitioner    1,250   1,096   1,080   1,156 
National Health Service paediatricians 3,264  1,523  2,869 7,656
National Health Service paediatrician rate** 8.7 9.8 9.5 9.2
Patients per paediatrician (under 14)  935   858   825   879 
Non-emergency medical on-call services  798  423  1,672 2,893
On-call physicians 3,203  1,908  6,916 12,027
Local Health Authorities 74 29 42 145
Unified booking centres 66 29 41 136
* per 10,000 inhabitants      ** per 10,000 children aged 0-14 anni

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY 
EQUIPMENT OUTSIDE 
HOSPITALS IN 2012

Ultrasonography   6.1 
Computed tomography  
scanners  0.8 

Magnetic resonance 
imaging units  0.9 

per 100,000 inhabitants 

CURRENT HEALTH 
EXPENDITURE
BY SECTOR
2011-2014,
billions of euros
at current prices

Private sector

111.0 33.02014 144.0

112.0 33.02011 145.0

110.02012 33,0 143,033.0 143.0

2013 110.0 142.032.0

Public sector TOTAL 
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INFANT MORTALITY PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS 

Infant mortality: includes deaths in the first year of age before the 
first birthday, including those died before the registration of birth

ACTUAL HOUSEHOLD
EXPENDITURE FOR 
HEALTHCARE
GOODS AND SERVICES  
IN 2014

Hospitalisations  113
Check-ups  68
Dentist 475
Auxiliary health services 247
Diagnostic tests  95
Glasses/contact lenses 178
Health aids 111
Drugs 71
Health care articles 26
euro

HEALTH CONDITIONS AND REPORTED CHRONIC DISEASES
2014, per 100 persons
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DRUG CONSUMERS* BY AGE GROUP**  
1993-2014, thousands of people 

 1993 1998 2008 2010 2012 2014
Up to 14 1,524 1,396 1,487 1,424 1,252 1,114
15-34 2,753 2,626 2,873 2,728 2,449 2,475
35-64 7,317 7,686 9,825 9,986 10,110 10,500
65 and over   5,986 6,933 9,377 9,477 9,830 10,596
Total 17,580 18,643 23,563 23,614 23,641 24,686
* in the two days preceding the interview    ** any possible differences in totals are due to the rounding of the absolute values  

DEATHS BY SOME CAUSES
1931, 1971 and 2012, per 100,000 inhabitants 
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Induced abortions: there	has	been	a	sharp	reduction	since	Law	
n.	194/78	made	induced	abortions	legal	in	Italy.	1982	and	1983	
were	 the	 peak	 years,	 with	 a	 number	 of	 interventions	 exceed-
ing	 230,000	 per	 year	 and	 an	 abortion	 rate	 of	 16.7	 and	 16.4	
respectively	per	1,000	resident	women	aged	15	to	49.	From	that	
moment	on,	the	number	of	induced	abortions	and	the	abortion	
rate	progressively	reduced	to	less	than	8	per	1,000

Body Mass Index (BMI): determined	by	dividing	the	body	weight	
in	kilograms	by	the	squared	height	in	meters.	A	BMI	under	18.5	
is	 considered	 underweight,	 one	 of	 18.5-24.99	 is	 considered	 a	
healthy	weight,	one	of	25-29.99	 is	overweight	and	one	of	30	or	
more	is	obese
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PERSONS AGED 3 AND OVER WHO HAVE SEEN A DENTIST OR ORTHODONTIST BY AGE GROUP 
Years 2005 and 2013, per 100 persons of the same age group

 Visits to a dentist Health service dentist Private dentist  in the last 12 months  
 2005 2013 2005 2013 2005 2013
3-5	 16.6	 14.3	 2.4	 2.4	 14.2	 11.9
6-14	 48.9	 46.9	 7.1	 8.5	 41.8	 38.4
15-24	 44.8	 42.1	 7.8	 8.7	 37.0	 33.5
25-34	 43.9	 41.6	 5.4	 6.6	 38.6	 35.0
35-44	 44.0	 42.2	 4.0	 6.0	 40.0	 36.2
45-54	 43.2	 43.1	 4.3	 5.0	 39.0	 38.1
55-64	 40.0	 38.3	 4.3	 3.9	 35.7	 34.5
65-74	 32.0	 31.0	 4.4	 3.8	 27.5	 27.2
75	and	over	 20.1	 19.6	 3.7	 2.7	 16.4	 16.9
Total 39.7 37.7 4.9 5.4 34.7 32.3

PERSONS BY BODY MASS INDEX 
2014, per 100 persons aged 18 and over
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Total

Underweight Healthy weight Overweight Obese  
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INDUCED ABORTIONS 
1980-2012, per 1,000 resident women aged 15-49  

15.3

14.8
11.5

9.3 9.4 8.9

7.9 7.6

2005 2010 201220001995199019851980

11 to 20
38.9%

More than 20
4.7%

6 to10
34.5%

Up to 5
21.9%

SMOKERS AGED 14 AND OVER  
BY NUMBER OF DAILY 
CIGARETTES SMOKED  
IN 2014

percentage	composition


