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LABOUR FORCE BY WORKING STATUS, SEX AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
Year 2015, thousands of persons*

EMPLOYED BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY
Years 2005-2015, percentage compositions

 Males Females Total

EMPLOYED   

North 6,589 5,075 11,664

Centre 2,712 2,139 4,851

South and the Islands 3,784 2,166 5,950

ITALY 13,085 9,380 22,465

JOB-SEEKERS   

North 518 505 1,023

Centre 306 272 578

South and the Islands 846 586 1,432

ITALY 1,669 1,364 3,033

LABOUR FORCE   

North 7,106 5,580 12,687

Centre 3,017 2,411 5,429

South and the Islands 4,630 2,752 7,383

ITALY 14,754 10,744 25,498

* differences in overall sum are due to the rounding of absolute values
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LABOUR FORCE SURVEY: provides official estimates of employed, job-seekers and main labour market aggregates. Data are 
collected through 260,000 interviews carried out more than once every year on a sample of 160,000 resident households (about 
310,000 individuals). People permanently living abroad, in communities, religious institutes, barracks and similar are not included 
in the survey. Since 2004, the survey has been carried out on a “continuous” basis as data are collected every week of the year, 
although results are published monthly and every three months.
LABOUR FORCE: includes persons employed and job-seekers.
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PERSONS EMPLOYED BY OCCUPATION, SECTOR OF ACTIVITY AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
Year 2015, thousands of persons*

 North Centre South and the Islands Italy

AGRICULTURE    

Employees 108 61 260 429

Self-employed 210 58 146 414

TOTAL 318 119 406 843

INDUSTRY    

Employees 3,062 842 933 4,837

Self-employed 635 239 265 1,139

TOTAL 3,697 1,081 1,198 5,976

SERVICES    

Employees 5,772 2,742 3,208 11,722

Self-employed 1,877 909 1,139 3,924

TOTAL 7,649 3,651 4,347 15,646

TOTAL    

Employees 8,942 3,645 4,400 16,988

Self-employed 2,722 1,205 1,550 5,477

TOTAL 11,664 4,851 5,950 22,465

* differences in overall sum are due to the rounding of absolute values

PERSONS EMPLOYED BY OCCUPATION
Years 2005 and 2015, percentage compositions
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EMPLOYED BY ACTUAL WEEKLY HOURS WORKED AND SECTOR OF ACTIVITY
Year 2015, percentage values

Agriculture 4.6 2.8 18.5 72.0 26.7 2.2

Industry 9.3 1.1 11.4 77.1 55.3 1.1

Services 8.2 3.4 26.0 61.0 24.2 1.4

TOTAL 8.4 2.7 21.9 65.7 32.6 1.3

Absent
from work

Sector
of activity

Up to
10 hours Total

31 HOURS AND OVER

11-30
hours

(of which: 
40 hours)

Not
available

PERSONS EMPLOYED: all individuals aged 15 and over that in the reference week: 
• have carried out at least 1 hour’s paid work
• have carried out at least 1 hour’s unpaid work in a family business they usually work in 
• are absent from work (i.e. for holidays or illness).
JOB-SEEKERS: all individuals aged 15-74 that:
• have been active on job search in the 30 days preceding the interview and are available to start work within two weeks from the 

interview
• will begin a new work within three months from interview and are available to start work within two weeks from the interview.
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PERSONS EMPLOYED BY OCCUPATION AND EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT
Year 2015, thousands of persons*

* differences in overall sum are due to the rounding of absolute values

FULL TIME PART TIME

TOTAL: 22,465

18,298 4,166

EMPLOYEES: 16,988

13,642 3,346

SELF-EMPLOYED: 5,477

4,657 820
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LABOUR INDICATORS BY SEX AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 
Year 2015, percentage values
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ACTIVITY RATES BY SEX AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
Year 2015, percentage values

SEX   

Males 74.1 65.5 11.3

Females 54.1 47.2 12.7

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA   

North 70.6 64.8 8.1

Centre 68.9 61.4 10.6

South and the Islands 52.9 42.5 19.4

ITALY 64.0 56.3 11.9

TOTAL 11.3 12.7 11.9

Aged 15-24 38.8 42.6 40.3

Long term 6.6 7.4 6.9

Activity rate
(15-64)

Males Females Total

Employment rate
(15-64)

Unemployment 
rate

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES  
Year 2015, percentage values
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ACTIVITY RATE: ratio of labour force to the correspondent reference population.
EMPLOYMENT RATE: ratio of the employed to the correspondent reference population.
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: ratio of job-seekers to labour force.
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: ratio of job-seekers for more than 12 months to labour force.
PARA SUBORDINATES: coordinated and continuous workers  with or without the project, and occasional service providers are 
included.
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PARA SUBORDINATES BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY, SEX AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
Year 2015, values in thousands and percentage compositions

TOTAL PARA SUBORDINATES
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