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Last June 5, 2015, Istat released the follow-up survey on violence against women in Italy. The results are 
to be widely disseminated also among migrant women. Istat carried out the survey in 2014, on a sample of 
24,000 women aged 16-70. Estimates indicate the most affected foreign women for citizenship: Romania, 
Ukraine, Albania, Morocco, Moldavia, China.  
 
More specifically, according to the second Istat survey, 6,788,000 women have been victims of some forms 
of violence, either physical or sexual, during their life, that is 31.5% of women aged 16-70. 20.2% has been 
victim of physical violence; 21% of sexual violence and 5.4% of the most serious forms of sexual violence 
such as rape and attempted rape: 652,000 women have been victims of rape; and 746,000 have been 
victims of attempted rape.  
Further, foreign women are victims of sexual or physical violence on a scale similar to Italian women’s: 
31.3% and 31.5%, respectively. However, physical violence is more frequent among the foreign women 
(25.7% vs. 19.6%), while sexual violence is more common among Italian women (21.5% vs. 16.2%). 
Specifically, foreign women are more exposed to rape and attempted rape (7.7% vs. 5.1%) with 
Moldavians (37,3%), Romanians (33,9%) and Ukrainians (33,2%) who are the most affected ones. As for 
the author, current and former partners are those who commit the most serious crimes. 62.7% of rapes is 
committed by the current or the former partner while the authors of sexual assault in the majority of cases 
are unknown (76.8%).  
As for the age of the victim, 10.6% of women have been victims of sexual violence prior to the age of 16. 
Considering VAW-cases against women with children who have been witnessed violence, the rate of 
children witnessing VAW cases rises to 65.2% compared to the 2006 figure (= 60.3%).  
As for women’s status, women separated or divorced are those far more exposes to physical or sexual 
violence (51.4% vs. 31.5% relating to all other cases).  
It remains of great concern the situation of women with disabilities or diseases. 36% of the women with bad 
health conditions and 36.6% of those with serious limitations have been victims of physical or sexual 
violence. The risk to be exposed to rape or attempted rape doubles compared to women without any health 
problems (10% vs. 4.7%). 
 
On a positive note, compared to the previous edition-2006, sexual and physical violence cases result to be 
reduced from 13.3% to 11.3%. This is the result of an increased awareness of existing protection tools by 
women in the first place and the public opinion at large, in addition to an overall social climate of 
condemnation and no mercy for such crimes.  
More specifically, physical or sexual violence cases committed by a partner or a former partner is reduced 
(as for the former, from 5.1% to 4%; as for the latter, from 2.8% to 2%) as well as for cases of VAW 
perpetrated by non-partners (from 9% to 7.7%).  
The decline is meaningful when considering cases among female students: it reduced from 17.1% to 
11.9% in the event of former partners; from 5.3% to 2.4% in the event of current partner; and from 26.5% to 
22%, in the event of a non-partner.  
Significantly reduced are those cases of psychological violence committed by the current partner (from 
42.3% to 26.4%), especially when they are not coupled with physical and sexual violence. 
 
Women are far more aware that they have survived a crime (from 14.3% to 29.6% in case of violence by 
the partner) and it is reported far more often to the police (from 6.7% to 11.8%). More often, they talk about 
that with someone (from 67.8% to 75.9%) and look for professional help (from 2.4% to 4.9%). The same 
applies in the event of violence by a non-partner.  
Compared to the 2006 edition, survivors are far more satisfied with the relevant work carried out by the 
police. In the event of violence from the current or the former partner, data show an increase from 9.9% to 
28.5%.  



Conversely, negative results emerge when considering cases of rape or attempted rape (1.2% in both 
editions). 
The forms of violence are far more serious with an increase of those also victims of injuries (from 26.3% to 
40.2% when the partner is the author); and an increased number of women that were fearing that their life 
was in danger (from 18.8% in 2006 to 34.5% in 2014).  Also the forms of violence by a non-partner are 
more serious.  
3, 466,000 women (=16.1%) have been victims of stalking during lifetime, of whom 1, 524,000 have been 
victims of their former partner; and 2,229,000 from other person that the former partner.  
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