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Glossary 

Agreement: understanding or contract contained in a notarial deed.  
District notarial archive: under the administration of the Ministry of Justice, its task is to preserve past 

notarial deeds, monitor the exercise of notarial functions, regularise deposited notarial deeds, publish 
testaments and manage the general registry of testaments, and issue copies of the preserved deeds. At 
present there are 94 District Notarial Archives in Italy1. 

Mortgage-secured loan: agreement by which a loan, finance or other bonds issued by a bank is secured by a 
real estate mortgage; agreement by which a loan, finance or other bonds issued by an entity other than a 
bank is secured by a real estate mortgage.  

Non-mortgage-secured loan: agreements related to loans, finance and credit facilities. This is a residual 
category that comprises only unsecured loans, finance and credit facilities (i.e. unsecured by any type of 
asset-related or personal guarantee) or assisted by personal or asset-related guarantees (excluding real 
estate) specifically provided for the purpose (e.g. surety or lien).  

Notarial deed: formal expression of the will of an individual or group of associates made before a notary. 
Sale of real estate units: agreements relating to the sale of: rural buildings not appurtenant to agricultural 

land; real estate units and appurtenances for residential use; real estate units for office use; real estate 
units for artisan, commercial and industrial use; real estate units for special use (excluding  boat 
moorings); time-share properties. For statistical purposes the sale of a share in a property is considered 
equivalent to the sale of an entire property. Therefore both the sale of an entire property or a share (or 
several shares simultaneously) are surveyed as individual agreements. 

                                                 
1 Ministry of Justice: Decree of 30 July 1997 (published in ordinary supplement n. 199 of the Official Journal of 1 October 1997 – general series – n. 

229); Decree of 23 December 2009 (published in the Official Journal of 28 December 2009 – general series – n. 300). 
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